
LORD BYRON
“THE LIGHTNING OF MY BEING”

JOHN PISTELLI  |  THE INVISIBLE COLLEGE



BIOGRAPHY

GEORGE GORDON, LORD BYRON

▸ Born in 1788 in London, England to an 
aristocratic family 

▸ Attended Harrow from 1801 to 1805 and 
Cambridge from 1805 to 1808 

▸ Published Hours of Idleness in 1807 and 
responded to negative critics with English 
Bards and Scotch Reviewers in 1809. 

▸ Traveled in Europe from 1809 to 1811, visiting 
Greece, Turkey, and Italy.



BIOGRAPHY

GEORGE GORDON, LORD BYRON

▸ Known for scandalous relations with men and women, 
including Lady Caroline Lamb, his half-sister Augusta 
Leigh, Isabella Milbanke (married in 1815, had 
daughter Ada Lovelace), Claire Clairmont (stepsister 
of Mary Shelley), Teresa, Countess Guiccioli, and more 

▸ Supported the Greek War of Independence and died 
of fever in 1824 in Greece at age 36 

▸ Major works include Childe Harold's Pilgrimage 
(1812),  Manfred (1817), and Don Juan (1819-1824) 

▸ Major legacy is the Byronic hero, an influence on 
literature and culture from Captain Ahab to Batman 



MANFRED

MANFRED: THE BYRONIC HERO AND THE ÜBERMENSCH



MANFRED

MANFRED: GNOSTICISM AND IDEALISM REVISITED



MANFRED

MANFRED: ROMANTIC INCEST AND SEXUAL PERSONAE REVISITED



DON JUAN

DON JUAN: BYRON’S ANTI-ROMANTIC MANIFESTO



GENRE THEORY

MODERN DECOMPOSITION OF THE EPIC

▸ If the epic encompasses the WE of an entire society, then modernity’s drive toward individualism and 
differentiation decomposes this plural “we” into three singular pronouns: 

▸ the I of the lyric poem and its reflection on the consciousness and language of the poet in Wordsworth 
and Coleridge’s conversation poems, Shelley and Keats’s odes, Whitman, Hopkins, Yeats, Stevens 
(anticipated by the invocations to the muse and personal asides of Homer, Virgil, Dante, Milton) 

▸ the SHE of the bourgeois realist novel and its focus on domestic space and inner life in Austen, Eliot, 
James, Woolf (deriving from the home-front similes of the Iliad, the Ithaca sections of the Odyssey, the 
tragedy of Dido in the Aeneid, the exultation of Beatrice in Dante, and the loving portrait of Eve in Milton) 

▸ the HE of emerging mass and popular culture focused on new mythopoeic figures in Mary Shelley, Byron, 
Poe, Stevenson, Stoker, Doyle, and pulps and comics (resembling the gods, heroes, and monsters of 
Homer, Virgil, Dante, and Milton)


