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Christina Rossetti

Born 1830 in London, England; youngest of four children; parents were 
Gabriele Rossetti, an Italian political exile, and Frances Polidori Rossetti, 
an English-Italian scholar; educated at home 

Became a devout Anglo-Catholic and refused three offers of marriage on 
religious grounds

Participated in the Pre-Raphaelite movement with her brothers and 
published  several volumes of poetry, the first of which was Goblin 
Market and Other Poems (1862)

Devoted herself to charity, especially work for “fallen women,” i.e., ex-
prostitutes; died in 1894 in London

Was respected in her time as the successor to Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
as England’s best female poet, work went slightly into eclipse with 
modernism, but was revived for its psychoanalytic and feminist themes



Rossetti and the Female Sonnet



“Goblin Market”: Commodity Culture, 
Female Desire, & Sisterly Love



Walter Pater & Art for Art’s Sake



Walter Pater & Art for Art’s Sake



Gerard Manley Hopkins
Born in 1844 in Essex, the eldest of nine children; father was a 
marine insurance adjuster; family was prosperous and devoutly 
Anglican

Studied classics at Oxford where Walter Pater was his tutor and 
converted to Roman Catholicism; joined the Jesuits in 1868 and 
then entered the priesthood in 1877

Wrote but did not publish innovative poetry throughout his life, 
struggling with a perceived conflict between a religious and a 
poetic vocation, as well as his sexuality

Died in Ireland in 1889 of typhoid fever

Friend Robert Bridges, later Poet Laureate, published his poems in 
1918, when they were celebrated as an anticipation of modernism



Hopkins on Inscape and Instress



Hopkins’s Poetics of Inscape



Hopkins’s Elegy for the Common Man



Hopkins’s Medieval Nostalgia



Hopkins’s Crisis of Faith


