
D. H. LAWRENCE
“Down the Strange Lanes of Hell”

John Pistelli  |  The Invisible College



D. H. LAWRENCE

Born in 1885 in Nottinghamshire, in a collier’s family; attended Nottingham University 
College and began publishing short stories and poems in English journals in the 1900s

Married Frieda Weekley (née von Richthofen) in 1914, the German aristocratic wife of 
Lawrence's former language professor, and had a tumultuous, controversial marriage

First novel, The White Peacock, published in 1911; acclaimed for autobiographical third 
novel Sons and Lovers (1913), while fourth novel The Rainbow (1915) was banned and 
burned during WWI for its sexual explicitness, and its sequel, Women in Love (1920), 
delayed publication; last novel Lady Chatterley's Lover (1928) is also banned; also wrote 
major poetry like Birds, Beasts, and Flowers (1923) and criticism like Studies in Classic 
American Literature (1923)

Traveled extensively throughout his life, living in Italy, Australia, the United States, 
and Mexico, and produced both travel writing and novels, stories, and poems 
influenced by experiences in these locales, especially his time in Mabel Dodge Luhan’s 
New Mexico artist’s colony

Died in 1930 in France from tuberculosis

Initially considered a prophet of love and a great novelist in the midcentury, he was 
later denounced by feminists in the late 20th century; is now largely considered a 
major writer, less for his novels per se than for a body of vital and complex writing 
across genres



FROM REALISM TO MODERNISM:  
“ODOUR OF CHRYSANTHEMUMS”



ALLOTROPIC STATES: 
“THE PRUSSIAN OFFICER”



FICTION MANIFESTO: 
“WHY THE NOVEL MATTERS”



POETRY MANIFESTO: 
“THE POETRY OF THE PRESENT”



BECOMING ANIMAL: 
“SNAKE”



TRANSVALUATION OF VALUES: 
“MEDLARS AND SORB-APPLES”


